1/25/24, 10:31 AM Reader

)

Water-Walkers Endure

SESSION GOALS

The point of every session is a main idea with the goal of
informing our knowing, feeling, and doing.

MAIN IDEA: The stamina of our faith is more important
than the size of our faith.
Head Change: To know that we lose faith when we
forget the miracles God has done in our lives.
Heart Change: To celebrate that God is always
good and faithful.
Life Change: To be intentional about reminding
ourselves and others of God’s love and power.

OPEN

Are you good at remembering names, birthdays,
grocery lists, and random facts? What do you typically
tend to forget — your keys, your lunch, your kids? What
helps you to remember — sticky notes, phone
reminders, screenshots, a diary?

Some people have better memories than others, but we
all sometimes forget about the things God has done for us
in the past. In this final session of the series, Jason urges
us to look back at God’s goodness to us because that will
bolster our faith for the long haul and galvanise us 1o step
out of the boat.
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As you watch, write down how Jason answers these
questions.

Does the size of your faith matter?

How much time elapsed between Jesus feeding the
5,000 and Peter walking on water?

Why did Joshua command the tribes of Israel to gather
stones from the riverbed of the Jordan?

Show SESSION #6: Water-Walkers Endure (9 minutes)
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According to Jason, even though Jesus says to Peter, ‘You
of little faith’ (Matthew 14:31), it’s not the size of Peter’s
faith that He’s referring to. Do you think Jesus is being
too hard on Peter? What tone of voice do you think
Jesus might have used when he asked Peter why he
had doubted? Discuss the idea of size versus stamina
when it comes to faith. Given his recent experiences as
one of Jesus’ disciples, why should Peter have had
ample faith at this point in his journey? What do you
think the other disciples were thinking, feeling, or
saying to one another during Peter’s encounter on the
waves with Jesus?

Matthew 14:13—21 gives the account of Jesus feeding 5
000 men (plus approximately 10 000 women and
children), and right after that, Peter has his water-walking
experience. Which do you think would have wowed you
more: the miraculous multiplying of food or the
miraculous walking on water? Why? Do you think the
feeding of the 5 000 had anything to do with Peter’s
faith decision to step out of the boat and walk toward
Jesus? Why, or why not?

Jason says, ‘The truth is we all forget about the goodness
of God. We all forget that God is faithful.” Can you relate?
In your current season, are you mindful of all God has
powerfully provided for you, or are you struggling to
keep going in your faith? Would those who know and
love you best describe you as an optimist or a
pessimist? Do you think your temperament, for better or
worse, influences your faith?

Jason encourages us with the truth that there’s power in
remembering that God is faithful, God is good, and God
can deliver. How did Joshua encourage the Israelites in
this same way when God had safely and miraculously
led them across the Jordan River? Have you ever set up
some kind of reminder of how good God has been to
you? If so, have you ever had an opportunity to answer
someone’s questions about it and re-tell the story of
God'’s faithfulness to you? Brainstorm creative ways you
could mark significant displays of God’s deliverance or
dependability in your life.

_If God was faithful yesterday, He will be faithful today and
“ItomofrowNflGod/can heal yesterday, He can heal today
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- and tomorrow. If God can save yesterday, He can save
today and tomorrow. Do you agree with Jason that
sometimes we need to look backward in order to move
forward? Why, or why not? Share some stories now
about times when all odds were stacked against you
and yet God came through for you.

In Matthew 17:20, Jesus says, ‘If you have faith as small as
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from
here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible
for you.' So, where faith is concerned, size doesn’t matter.
What does the word ‘little’ really imply, as it’s used in
Matthew 14:31? Where would you place yourself today
on the spectrum of faith ranging from inexperienced to
experienced? What causes your faith to fluctuate?

BIBLE EXPLORATION

Hebrews 13:8 says, ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever., How does consistency of character
influence how much we trust people? Considering how
Jesus has revealed Himself to you in the past and the
present, what hope do you have for the future?

Read Romans 5:3—4. How would you explain the
relationship between suffering, endurance, character,
and hope to someone caught up in a stormy season of
life and losing faith? Can you trace the ways in which
your endurance and faith have grown as you’ve walked
through difficult circumstances with Jesus?

Read Hebrews 10:36, James 1:2—4, and James 1:12. What
are the results and rewards of water-walking, enduring
faith? Can you speak from experience?

LAST WORD

May your faith continue to mature, so that you can
endure. May God send you constant reminders of His
unwavering faithfulness and trustworthiness, so that you
can go the distance between the miracles. God is calling
you out of the familiar and into the unknown. He is raising
a generation of people with mountain-moving, storm-
calming, sea-splitting, ground-taking, body-raising, water-
walking faith. Will you get out of the boat?

®
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* DEEPER WALK

Select at least one activity below to complete before
watching the next session.

Read: Read Genesis 5-9. God called Noah out onto the
water. How is Noah'’s story similar to Peter’s? How did
Noah need to exercise water-walking, enduring faith?

Write: Romans 12:12 says, ‘Rejoice in our confident hope.
Be patient in trouble and keep on praying.’ Write a letter
to someone struggling to keep the faith (even if that
someone is you). Expand on the ideas of confident hope,
patience in trouble, and persistent prayer, as they might
apply to that person’s specific circumstances.

Pray: Meet with a friend and prayerfully commit, come
what may, to living lives of water-walking faith.
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